
FOR OUR PIANOS AND ORGANS
FSFTY-FOUR CARLOADS SOLD

IN THE PAST TWELVE MONTHS.
MORE THAN THE COMBINED

SALES OF ALL COMPETITORS.

A=ide from Ihe above, we cannot too strongly impress the fact that Pianoa.and Organs for the past decade have grown into increased favor, and the

oreater demand has induced more reasonable prices and better terms than customers had heretofore dreamed of.
3

The quality of our instruments has kepl pace with the times, moreover, apd testimonials from every cruarter of our large terntory amply subs an-

tiate ou'r cleclaration. Again, not only has the trade enhanced io popularity, but has become almost as much a necesstty as that of the breadstuff.

"Our homes are not complete without music. . . , .1 . c x . ._¦

The business as weLnduct it has successfully driven out the small retailer and established the manufacturer right m the midst of his patrons.
There is every advantage possible in dealing with the maker, as our advertisements have repeatedly demonstrated, and scores of our best people
corroborated, both by pen and word of mouth.

Calaloaues mailed free to any address, Correspondence earnestly solicited.

Y, Manager 13 East Street,
-_.

MANY COUNCIL
COMMlTTtES MEET

Sireet Commlttee After the Passen¬

ger and Power Company.

THEY MUST FACILITATE MAITERS

ToAskfor Gas Coniiectlons Between

Unper and Lowei- Gas Works.

l'liiitin^ Committce Ilas

Money I.cl't Over.

A number of Council Committees inet

last nlght for ih-- purpose of closing up
irums wcrc

The Street Commlttee was l > have met
at .¦ o'elock, but it was after G when a

quorum appcared. embracing Messrs. Pol-
lock (suh-chairman), Gibson, Barton,
Whittet, Peters, Lawder and Woody.
The business before Uie comn ittee wns

to conslder blds for supplies tor ihe year.
the pay-roll and several important reso-

llltlonS.
Mr. Pollock off< r.-.l -i resolution dlrect-

j:." the Pass< ngcr and Power Company to

rehabilitati the Seventeenth-Street ex-

t. Qsion, to !-.-u;i:i within flfteen days and
to bc completed within sixty days from

hc nexi mi eting
P*ay-roll and bills were approved
he city Engine< r was Ins ructi
w.n-.i contracts t.. the lowest bi<
t,d the commlttee adjourncd.

A ','ol'XTS AXD PRINTING.

13
.to its
the o

made.
he w
...... !

Mr. West ralsed the question ; the
.33 nncr In which l>i>ts wcr< >.¦..'. -d up.
ai d dcclared thai ihe flgures thai hc Ii id

those prcsentcd by the clerk v.<-r,*

entlrcly different, but tho clerk explaii
that Mr. Wcst's Qgures were nol correct,
in that the propcr columns were not
added. Mr. West oontended that tn
awarding the contract for bindhig and
Btationery the sarno melhod should pre-
vail. but it was shown that thai method
¦would not answer the purpose In i»>ih
c.ises. The mlnutcs were then approved.
The committce approved bills, and

phow-ed that after all aocounts had be< n

eettled that S1.25Q remalnod of the appro-
prlation for tlie naot year. The same ap-
propriatlon will b© atsked for the coming
«j*ear. This is a good showing for the
-commlttee, wihch will probably be the

Why do you not natronlze the hun-
dreds of stockholdcrs by insuring with

Ylrgy-ta State iasuraaco Company?L~

largest amount to be turned into tho
;-. asury bv any committee.

OTHER COMM1XTEES.
The Committee on First Market met at

S o'clock, with Messrs. Adaras, Ferriter
and McCarthv present. The bllls and

pav-roll were approved, and the sum ot

.'.-. o ivil Ibe asked for the ensuing year.
The Committ.n Cemeteries also met

a1 S O'clock. With Messrs. Whittet, Mc-
c irthy. Beck. Allen and Mann. Bills aad

uay-roll were approved.
\ resoluUon giving the employes at the

various cemeteries half-holidays on alter-

:..;,,. weelts. from May to October, was

aTheVeepers of the various cemeteries
w< re instructed to report at the ue:;t reg-

ular meeting the amount needed foj the j
current year. . |
The Committee on Light met ul b

o-cloclt. wlth Messrs. Grimes, Lanner.

Ferriter. Wood and Teefey present. Bills j
nd pav-roll were approved. A report in j

reference to the extension of a gas maln

of 4 ..eet between the upper anu lower j^s works was referred to the super nten- ,
_e_to£the gas works and the chairman

ofthe committee, with instruct ons to

....,, before _ic Finance Comm ttee to

ask for an increased appropriation for

that purpose.
_

AMUSEMENTS.
ACADEMY 0F~MUSTC-Matinee and
nicht."A Midnight BelL

BUOU-A11 the week-Vaudeville.
* *

T-',.. hill whieh the Bijou n-.anagement

cc.turv°is one°& best ever-shown at

srungdovnontne m0mer.t.
b?K?fe_£? YiUfs dogs areauite.thei

':'.,! allini;,is seen her.- in quite a

"¦-,,.. Ko through their various, rtStaedaSmtTs seen here in quite a

u^lVe Tliey eo through then- various

_ctL!ewithout being urged ibereto. and
'

,.,.. H-ii'-'is of the intelligent ea-

fS a^e almost "mnian in their intelli-

SB,ckel and Watson. as cccentric dialcct
co, e >.'.>*. Pleased the a"dience' a?,d

SSM^iS^yS^ in Richmond in

i '^nt^of^lfe'hits of ihe evening was Miss

l^Cmle.Urquhartand Mr. Gerald Griftiti
jrfthe coniedy sketch "Even Stephen.
Miss Urouhart combines great dramatic
-u':s, '.:.,, .. CTrfkinglv handsome per-

! EKt^-nd«-*ta& not only in the
! XcUonof a vehicleior her talents, but

;., ,ha s. lection of her partner.
The other pronounced hit was that' ....'¦,] bv Miss Blanchc Ring. one of the

! ^erestcomediennes-v>-hoviSits this city.
Vn s Rinc is beautiful in form. attractivo^S.fr and sinssdn exeellent voice.

S1 ,.* iSon^vl^nTburlcsouc of
'!,'¦' twenti< th centurv aude, brought down

1 '-' house He is<«ndoubtedly clever. but
! 1,1s act is most too effeminate. HIs cos-

,c changing was exceedingly rapid.
' :i':, Todd-Judge ramily sae a wondreful

.,,;..,;.,¦ performance. They present
reallv a thrilling act. Last evening. ho.w-
evVr." freoueni accidents .occurred, and
while tln acrobats were not liijured, the;.
Buccecdcd in very greatly marring their

iu..*j, Coi luding offcring was the rriusical
.. t of the Kackett Bro-thcrs. whieh is ono

",- .i.',. p...',,- its Itind on the vaudeville
=ta-e lt is original and pleasing, aml the
vocalizin" of the three brothers is of an

. '''""I'l-.e' bill continues throughout ihe week,
! with tbe usual matinees.
I -A MIDNIGHT BELL."
I Tho New-Year's Day attraciion at ihe

(Vcademv will be "A Mldnight BelL-V
Thero will be matinee and night perform-

I ances The revival is interesting for many
! reasons. lt was tlie tirst of that wonder-
I fuJ successlon of iloyt plays that have
1 !,- n rei gnized as the m<-st bnlliant of

thelr itind. and by many it is sald to be
the most capableand the eloverest.
"lt c imes to Richmond this year com-

P' U
-WHY SMITH LEFT HOME."

"Whv Smith Left Home*; is the problem
4hat wiil 1k; solved at the Aeademy on

Frlday and Saturday nlght and m the
Saturday matincc.

THE KIDNAPPERS
THREATEN MURDER

Demand That Offer of Reward be
Withdrawn*

ARE NOT FAR AWAY.

Letter is in ihe Saino Handwritinjr as

ilio Ono> Demandiii*; llan-

som.The I'ulicc
nt Work.

(Lty Associated Pr»ss.)
OMAHA, NEB., Dec. 31..T'ne Cudahy

family rerhained at home yesterday, and,

beyond giving out an exact copy of text

of tiie latest letter received from the

lt'dnappcns, Mr. Cuhady rcfusad to cce

any representative of the pret-s. Itie or-

ihograpuy of tho letter is poor, as is also

the" wriung which :s in the same nand
:is the letter of December 19th, demandms
tu* ransom.
The letter was addressed "E. A. Cuha-

dv D1S SoulG Thirty-seventh Street, Oma-
da*." The address. as well as the letter.
i-: printed iu lead pencil. It is on common

n ti paper, ruled with b'.ue ink, which is

scarcely traceable. The postmark shows
tht i the letter was maiied at tne post-
office at S A. M. Saturday. December 22d,
showing clearly tuat one of the gang of

abductors was ;n ihe post-otlice on that

date if the letter had Uie same origin as

iho letter demanding the ransom. That
the origin was tlie same is attested by
i;.".!. J<>r.:\ C. Cowi'n, who saw uoth mis-
sives. Tiie letter reads:
BULLET FOR YOLtNO CUHADL
"Culiady, if you value the boy's life at

the Price'of .ullet you will-withdraw
i '.'¦¦ Reward At Onee. And let well Anottg'h
., .ne, if You don't, do this we will finish
the Job with a Bullet. If any man u.ieth-
..:- Gilty or Innocent is ever arested A
Bullet "will close the Boys rrioutu. You
wiil think of this warning when it is to

lale."
The oniy markc-.I difference between tlns

iettcr ami the letter demanding a ransom

us iu tlr* greatest number of mipspelied
words: This however. may be an affecta-
lion, for the most difficult words are

spelled corrcctiy, while some of the sim-
ple words are misspelled.
The letter was siven out by Gen.: John

s. Cowih, attorney for Mr. Cuhady. Speak-
ing of tlie letter, General Cowin saidt
"The day after the reward' was offered

Mr>. Cudahy received a letter printed in

lead pencil, the same as the letter that
was left on the lawn, but this letter canie
through ihe mail and was delivered by
tlie carrier. The letter was immediately

j shown to me. and I thought that the
I chief of Poiice ought to see it, as it
! mtght help in the investigation, but I
I advised strenuously that nothing what-

j ever'be said- aboul it, because r thougi.it
j it was to the Interest of all that until
, tlicfe parties had been captured the letter
should be witiiheid."
Mr. Cudahy states that he has not with¬

drawn the reward, and does not propose
to do so.
Detcctivcs to-day sccttred information

which they expect will result in locating
tho bugay used by the men in the abduc-

; tlpn Another man has been found who

j positivelv -iaenUned Cowe as the man who

i-v-..-
Every cit'zen of Itichmond should in-

stre a portion, If not all, of his property
(real and personal) in the Virginia State
Insurance Company.

Tyr-TiT.TAATKrvM' TALLET, Acaat.

atced as a principal in the negotiations
with the Schneiderwinds for the Grover-
Street cottagc.
IDENTIFIED AS ONE OF TIIE GANG'.
John Smithi a brooin-miiker, employed

by the Schneiderwind broom factory, has
positively identified Pat. Crowe as ihe
man who, :n his presence, rented tlie
Schneiderwind hous-i- on Grover Street,
which was used as a prison for Eddie
Cudahy while he was being dctained for
the S^.COO ransom. This is the first posi-
tive personal recognition of any of tha
bandits, and establishes the most impoi-
tant point yet developed in the case.

When asked to identify the picture of
Pat. Crowe in connection with tlie case
Smith said-: "You need not show me

any plcture. I know that man. lt was

1'at. Crowe. 1 could have told any poiice
ollicer the same thing had he calied tipon
me. I was busy at the broom-machine
when Pat. Crowe c.-iiled to rent tho
house. and paid no attention to him during
his talk with Mrs. Schneiderwind.
"Then I thought l recognized the voice,

and stopped my machine long enough to

get a goodl look at him. I saw at a

glance that tlie man was none other than
Pat. Crowe. a man -.vhom I have known
for ten years. i am as positive as to
the identity of Pat. Crowe as I would
be of my own brother."
Smith has Hve.d iti Omaha twelve years,

during which time he has known Crowe
and seen him at frequent intervals.

Y* :*) C. A Star Coiii.ee.
iTho coming of tlie Brown Unlversity
G'ee, Banjo and Mandolin Clubs will 'be
heard with delisht by ail lovers of coilege
mu.cie. Tiie Brow"= havo nroven tihem-
selves capable of doing splendid w:-rk, and

j are recelving cordial grectings. They wiil
j be remembered as having appe-ared on the
I Star Course three years ago, and as having
t given splendid satisfaction. The pro-
gramme wiil be varied, and inclufiss both

ivoca: and instrumentai selectlons. Ar-
rangements have been made to have this

j strong organization app'ear as the second
j number of the Members' Course. and they

will undoul tcdly be sreclcd by a good
house.
Each mombcr of tho Association is cn-

litled to one reserved seat ivcz of any
1 charge: regular admission. ineluding re-

i served seat. 50 cents. Tickets o:i sale be¬
ginning to-day at 1 o'elock P. M.

INTERESTING REPORT.
Xorfoik and Western to Go Into

Grecti buro.
(Special Dlspatch to Tho TitnPS.)

GREENSBOKO, N. C, Dec. 31..Tt is
rumored here that the Norfolk and West¬
ern Kailway has purc'nased the division
ot' the Soutlhern between Mt. Airy and

iSanford, a distance of 13-3 miles. but the

report can'not be verified to-night. It has
been known for some time that the Nor-

, folk and Western was anxiotts to come

j to Greensboro, and oflicers of the road
I have. confe-rred witli an organization of

I business men in regard to the matter.

DEATH S.
SW VNN..Died. at her old home. Gitinea
Farim CuWberlarid county. Va.. Decem¬
ber 22. 1900. Miss M. A. SU'ANN. in the
^evenlv-eighth year of her age.
""

"Blessed are the dead, who dio in
the Lord."

Al'LEOD.-Died. Sunday night, December
30, 1900, GAZNEAU M'LEOD, in the
lifty-fourth year of his age.
The funeral services will be held at his

latf residence, No. 317 West Franklin
Street. at 4 P. M. TUESDAY, January
1, 1001.

LORD .Died, Sunday, December 30, 1930,
at 8 P- M.. Mrs. SARAH C. LOH.D, ln
the sixty-nlnth year of her age. She is
survlved by four soris and four daugh-
ters.
The funeral will take place TUESDAY,

at 3'P. M. from Leigh-Street Baptist
church. Friends and acquaintances la-

(l vited to atteni

BRIGHT CHAP IS
JOHN SULL1VAN

Younsster Wins the Meyer's Store
Prize.

A REAL LIVE DONKEY.

Tho Prccocious Lad Wrote a Letter

to OU1 Santa Claus and

I'mmd Favoi- in His

Si'itht',

Tiie Iucky winner of the donkey offered

by Juliirs" Meyer's Sons for tne best let-
tc.- to Santa Claus has been won by John
Suliivan, s:x and a half years old. cf No.

611 South JJelvidere Street. and the lit¬
tle anlmal now has a comfortable stall
;n the rear of his house.
The offer made by the Meyer Store

attracted iihiversal attention, and prob¬
ably not less than 10,000 'letters were re-

' ceived. They came from chlldren in every

J\V,Vl'.v i f;MmM
tW 1 1/

JOHN SULLIVAN.

portion of the city and State, and many
were exceedingly c'eyer.
At the request of the Messrs. Meyer a

committee cohsisting of a representattve
i of each newspaper in the city went over
the letters as carefully as was possible,
and tinallv decided trpon the winner.

THE WTNNING LETTER.
The winning letter was printed by the

little boy, and he worked fait'nfully over

it at odd times for nearly a week. It
read-s as follows:

Rlchmond, Va., Dec. 13, 1900.
Dear Santa Claus:

I can not write but I can Print so I
ho-.e you will exctise my letter.
1 am six years old I have two slsters

The Virginia State Insurance Company
has assets exceeding $500,000 and surplu3
to policy-holders of $250,000.

JLL, BL03ASANTS. Aaent.

We would like to have something nice
Dear Sant if you will please go to Mr

Myers l am sure you can iind plenty of
nice things
My sisters and I have saved us a bank

when my Papa gives you our money
please get us something and try and
have some money left I know a little

Boy and Girl that has no PaPa Please
devfde ours and bring them some too My
PaPa has two Cows and I have to carry
milk now Santa clous If you do not know

of any other little Boy that needes your
little donkey so verry bad 1 wish you
would bring it to me We have a nice

stall ln our stable that we do not use I
could keep him in there when rny Papa
is not at home 1 have to help to feed

the Cows and then I could feed the Don-
kev my Gran Pa is old and cripled and l

could take him out riJing 1 must close
I am not tired talking to you but my
lingers are so tired Hope you may have
a merry Xmas and a happy new year

I Remain your little frieiul
JOHN SULLIVAN,

No. tili S. Belvidere St..
Itichmond, Va.

The little wlnner. who is a bright, hand¬
some fellow, is overjoyed at his good for-
tune.

MERIT ME'XTIOX.
Among the many letters received, the

committee deemed the followlng worthy
of special mentlon:

Rlchmond, Va.. Dec. 17, 1300.
dear Santa Claus, care Meyer's big store:

I want that donkey please think this
is the best letter

vour friend
JIARL.OD E. CALISCII.

Richmond, Va., Dec. 23, 1900.
Dear Santa:
Far says 1 am so bad that it is no use

to write to you for anything for you will
! not bring it. I am not so bad santa, rts

pap makes out like. I just punches my
brother when he makes me mad. now

santa when you was a little boy. didn't
you punch your little brother. so to fool

par, just see how much you can bring me.

I was 9 vears old last Tuesday. My name

is Earnest Williams. I live at 1WK Bakcr
St. East.

1 Richmond. Va.. Dec. 7 1900.
! D=ar Santa Claus..I wrote you a letter

last week but for fear you wouid for-get
me- I am going to write to you agaui l

said said in my other letter that I dld

{ not want that donkey unle'ss he was a

| sure ciioush live donkey becaus I thought
I mayby that you were just fooling us (out

I ought to have known better ot dear old
' Santa Claus and Myer bros too> But now

ihat I have seen him l have but ono

doubt left whieh is that you will not prove
your self a donkey by not glveing me the
prize hopihg to hear from you on the
"1th day Dec I am your loving little boy.

JAMES C. LAMU, -Ir.
p. g._Mother says do you think a little

boy nine years old could drive him and
what does he eat. J. C. Ii. Jr

You a^k m" to write dearest Santa and
*ay

What I'd I-ke you to bring me on next
Christmas day.

So I thought about dishes and dolls and
iiil such

And I've found that I wanted them all
very much.

So find the best things I've been all over
town

| Eut nothing so nice as at Meyer I've
found.

So dear Mr. Santa get a!I my things there
A great big French doll with wavy iight

hair.
Some .trinkets a doll house and now I

will stop.
But in my stocklng leave room for the

Donkey on top
Then the hapniest child that e.-e donkey

has sat on
Will be your little friend Xannie Leary

Patton.
501 West FranWin Street
I am ten years old and my little brother

James D Patton who wrote to y~ti last
week i» only eltfht yeara «ML

Richmond. Va.. Dec. 4. 19001
Dear Santa..I have got a mean teaeher

at school and f would like to have a

pony to take hor out ridttig ar.d make
the pony run away and dump her and
then that would be the last of her.
Good bye.
I am your little sirl.

GARNI-TT* THOMPSON.
400 XV. Marshall St. Richmond, Va..

Richmond. Va., Dec. 17, 1000.
Meyer's is the only store
It always takes the lead

He "nas everything you call for
From a Donkev to a bead.

¦" %
Ia order to Introduce myself ..

And teil you who I am

I's a little boy on 17th Street,
My nama ls CARKOLL LAM*B.

*

Now Santa I tiave met you
On Broad Street near Foushee.

And if you want to do an obiijlng act
Give that Donkey to me.

I will be very kind to hlm,
Anci feed him every day 3

And :n thls way I think he wlll
Mc amply r-n.iy.

If yoti'Il give mc- the Donkey
Thr-n I wlll Set tfce oart \ '

And in our family he" will tak»
A -very active part. "~*j?

:. \
Hr.plng to tcet the Donkey

(If I don't I wiil fec-l sore>
I'll wisli good-Iuck to Santa Claus
And Julius Meyer's Store.

T. CARROLL LAMR.
ll'j North 17th StreeC

I Richmond, Va.
December 17th, 13C0.

Rlchmon !. V t.. De". 17. 130ft
Dear Santa Claus..1 am a Httle bo*

j eight years old. I nn not such a good
| boy either, but I think .- had boy and 2

[ donkey would go well together.
I am like most little boys.want all thi

tovs and fire-'worka I can set.
if I .set the do-jkey T will ride him untU

his tall la wherc his head ought to be.
From your Httle frh n I,

r;v!,\.\T' wir/r-inRE.
No. 2310 East ':.!:.' Street

Cartersyille. Vi.. Dec. .. ISOft.
Dear Oi.i Santa. -1 am a bit older thari

some of your chlldren. but not too old to
ride a donkey. wftich r will do out m khei
pablfc road if yon wHt^bufc ghre it to me.

Some folks may Iaugh it ;.. young lady
aimost turne out riding a donkey but

I dont care if they do.
But give me the donkey or something

to ride upon for donkey bacS or r.orso

back I am oblfge to g ?.

Your loving "Ypung Lady."
HXBERNIG J- BOGBRX

Box 31 Cartersville, Cuihberland
county. VIrgiala.

V. $.: If thi3 letter is second best piease
: nt Dublish it.

Dear Santa Claus..If Mr. Meyers dont
.'.. me the Donfeey.Pleasre put one ta
Sly Stocking Yourself.

SI1M M !¦" HT1 E LO ':RC"K.
3C-0 South Fourth Street.

AI (>urli;*iit.
(i=po.-!aI Dhpatcb to 'Vhf TbwraL)

DURHAM. N. .'.. Dec. Stt-TrfaltJT
Church consresation. Rev*. \\. C. Nor-
m;in pastor, held a watch servlce io-nJght
to bid" the oid year and oUl century good-
byo ar.d to welcomo the twentieth epoch
ir- our calender. Servlces htstci fr<vn
9*30 P. M. tilt 12:.TO A. M.. 1301. The pro-

gramme was an Interestlng one.sinstintr.
praver, and addtessea on ths sisrrriftcaiic*
o' th-->.' occasdon by Professor Jlirams. of

Trinity College. Rev. W. C. Normaa and
others.

Th.3 Virgln'-a State Insurance Company
spends thousands of-dollars in thls clty
for prlnting, advertlstng. etc. We prao*
tice what wc »3k..jatrociap fees* im0&
tUflnTtfc


